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026206 

0 051540Z JAN 74 

FM AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 3680 

SECRET KINGSTON 0054 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EMIN, PINT, JM 

SUB J : BAUXITE NEGOTIATIONS - SITREP 1 

1. PRIME MINISTER MANLEY HAS ASKED TO SEE ME AT 9:30 AM ON MONDAY. 
MESSAGE WAS PASSED TO ROBERT MASON, PM'S PERSONAL ASSISTANT, WHO 
INDICATED THAT PM WISHED TO DISCUSS HIS APPROACH AND THAT OF HIS 
GOVT TO THE FORTHCOMING BAUXITE NEGOTIATIONS. MASON ALSO INDICATED 
THAT PM MAY ASK IF WE COULD ACT AS A SECURE MEANS OF COMMUNIC- 
ATION PERMITTING HIM TO MAKE AN INITIAL CONTACT WITH CHIEF EXEC- 
UTIVE OFFICERS IN THE US OF ALUMINUM COMPANIES HAVING INTERESTS 

IN JAMAICA. 

2. WHILE US GOVT SHOULD NOT BECOME A PARTY TO NEGOTIATIONS PASS- 
ING A MESSAGE FOR THE PM AT THIS STAGE MIGHT DO MUCH TO ESTAB- 
LISH A COOPERATIVE ATMOSPHERE. HENCE UNLESS INSTRUCTED OTHERWISE 

1 WILL INFORM HIM THAT WE WILL PASS SUCH A MESSAGE SHOULD HE ASK 
ME TO DO SO. 

3. 1 WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE ANY OTHER POINTS DEPT MAY 
WISH TO MAKE AT THIS STAGE. OTHERWISE I INTEND TO SIMPLY LISTEN 
OR ASK QUESTIONS FOR CLARIFICATION. 

4. WASHBURN OF ALCOA CALLED LAST NIGHT TO INFORM ME THAT HE AND 
LOCAL MANAGER OF ALCAN HAD CALLED TO SEEK AN APPOINTMENT WITH 
MALEY FOR NEXT TUESDAY TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION, AND HAD BREN 
FLATLY REFUSED. WASHBURN OPINED THAT REASON FOR REFUSAL WAS A DES- 
IRE FOR A CONFRONTATION WITH THE COMPANIES. GIVEN MY SUBSEQUENT 
SECRET 
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CONVERSATION WITH MASON, HOWEVER, IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT MANLEY 
WISHES TO DEAL WITH SENIOR EXECUTIVE OFFICERS OF PARENT COMPA 
NIES RATHER THAN LOCAL MANAGERS. IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE THAT MANLEY 
REALLY HAS NOTHING TO SAY TO COMPANIES AT THIS STAGE BEYOND FACT 
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THAT HE INTENDS TO OPEN NEGOTIATIONS, SINCE CONVERSATIONS OVER 
THE PAST WEEK HAVE MADE IT CLEAR THAT GOJ IS STILL SOME DISTANCE 
FROM HAVING AN AGREED UPON NEGOTIATING POSITION. 

HEWITT 

SECRET 
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